
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

               February 22, 2012 

SCAM ALERT  
      
       The latest scam reported to the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s 
Office involves a routine-appearing bogus prize claim notification, 
but this one also includes a fake check with the name of a Holt 
business as the issuer. Investigators were contacted by Certified 
Manufacturing, Inc. in Holt after the Okaloosa business learned 
someone is using checks with their name and address on them as 
part of a Lottery scam. (A sample copy of the letter and one of the 
bogus checks is attached to this release.) 
    The letter tells the recipient they won a large amount of cash 
after their name was drawn through a random computer ballot 
system in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. 
    The letter with contact information contains a check that is not 
to be used until the person calls a claim agent.  The letter also 
states that the “tax amount is $1995.00 to be paid directly to the tax 
agent.” The person is advised “to contact your claim agent 
immediately”.  
    These type scams are rampant. The real motive is typically to 
get an individual to send advance cash that is pocketed by the 
thieves, or to obtain personal information someone could use to 
steal identities. 
    If you are the target of a scam, you can report it to the OCSO 
Fraud Hotline at 850-651-7674. 






